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DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Village Hall on Monday 7th April 2025 commencing at 7.30 
pm. 
PRESENT: Councillors – Ken Blackwood (KB) – Chair, Richard Johnson (RJ), Shirley Duffield (SD), Richard 

Hauserman (RH), Derek Partington (DP), Jackie McReddie (JMcR), Duncan Rogers (DR). 
 
CLERK: Michelle Thompson (MT) 
 
NYC: Councillor Annabel Wilkinson (AW)    
 
IN ATTENDANCE:          None 
    

1 Public Participation 
None 

Action 
 

2  Apologies Received  
None 

 

3 Dispensations and Declarations of Interest  
None 

 

4  Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  
Monday 3rd March 2025 approved  

 
 

5 Matters Arising: 

a) c
) 
Broadacre Garages: Progress is ongoing. All rubbish has been cleared from the site, and the 
Memorandum of Understanding has been provided to the builder. Work is expected to 
commence shortly. 

 
 

DP 

b) e
) 
Parish Council Emails (.gov.uk): The Clerk is the next to be set up with a .gov.uk email address. 
Cllr KB has obtained software to assist with folder organisation and management. 

 
KB 

c)  VE Day: A planning meeting has taken place. S. Golding has agreed to give a tribute on the 
day. Volunteers will be sought to assist with event activities. Arrangements include a small 
marquee for the choir, bunting, and a poster to be displayed in the village shop and on social 
media. A programme will be delivered to each household. Bunting will also be put up around 
the tennis court. A job list will be compiled. A commemorative lamp has been delivered. 
Resolved: A £25 cash prize will be awarded for the fancy dress competition; £50 will be 
donated to the choir, and 10 certificates of recognition will be issued. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SD 

d) h
) 
School Signage/Parking:  A meeting was held with the school headteacher regarding parking 
concerns at the corner near the school. The use of the playing field entrance with a number 
lock barrier was discussed, to be opened during events. Public liability and appropriate signage 
for the ARA were raised. The school responded positively, though regular daily use may not 
be possible. Trial access may be considered for May Day and Sports Day. 

 
 
 

 
RH/JMcR 

e)  Defibrillator: No one has been found to repair the current cabinet. There was discussion about 
replacing both the cabinet and battery as one complete unit, possibly funded through a 
charitable donation. 
Resolved: The British Heart Foundation will be approached as a potential starting point for 
support. 

 
 

 
 

RJ 

f)  Hornby Road Footpath: The footpath has now been repaired.  

g)  Grass Cutting: The grass has been cut three times so far. The first two cuts included collection 
of clippings, but the third left large clumps, particularly at the top of The Paddock, making it 
unusable. The rest of the village looks tidy. The rota is available in the village shop. 
Resolved: Cllr JMcR will provide the Clerk with a new contact for the grass cutting contractor 
and will enquire if the grass will be cut by Friday 2nd May to prepare for upcoming events. 
Enquiries will also be made regarding grass clippings that may be deposited in the wildflower 
area of the playing field. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JMcR 
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h)  Dog Fouling: A meeting was held with the Dog Warden. A small notice and leaflet will be 
delivered to each household. A sign will be placed on the churchyard gate asking for dogs to 
be kept on leads. Concerns were raised regarding dog mess in pots and on graves. 

 
 

JMcR 

i)  Standing Orders – The final version of the Standing Orders has been signed. 
Resolved: Cllr KB will circulate to all Councillors. 

 
KB 

j)  Village Green Registration – It was noted that formal registration offers some protection, 
although past cases have shown limitations where private applications have been made. An 
FR1 form would need to be completed with professional support. 
Resolved: Cllr KB will investigate whether other parishes have completed this process and will 
raise the matter at upcoming Parish Liaison meetings.  

 
 
 
 

KB 

k)  Village Green Picnic Table Repairs: Discussions ensued regarding the condition of the tables. 
Resolved: Both existing tables will be scrapped. Replacement options are being explored. One 
suggestion is a “pub-style” bench from Westmount Living priced at £202 plus delivery. Cllr RH 
to investigate alternative options for two replacements. 

 
 
 

RH 

l)  Pavement Repairs:  NYC has stated that the pavements do not meet the repair criteria. This 
information has been circulated to all Councillors. 
Resolved: Photos of the pavement to be sent via the Clerk to planning as supporting evidence. 

 
 

DP/Clerk 

m)  Playing Field Land Registration: The Council is awaiting final confirmation from the Land 
Registry. 

 

n)  20mph Signage Obstruction – Still awaiting an update on this matter.  

o)  Appleton Wiske/Picton Road Condition: Unsatisfactory response from NYC. 
Resolved: Photos of the road condition will be submitted, in line with the action for the 
pavement photos above. 

 
 

DP/Clerk 

6 Reports 

a) a
) 
North Yorkshire Councillor  
NYC Boundary Commission sent to all Councillors for comment as appropriate. 

 
 

b) b
) 
Police 
2 incidents were reported in Appleton Wiske.  The report was noted 

 
 

c) c
) 
AWPC Clerk 
The year-end process is now nearing completion following receipt of the bank statements. 

 
 

7 Business Matters: 

a)  Village Green Planters – There are 12 planters in total, most of which are deteriorating and 
unlikely to last through the winter. Although residents have planted them, ongoing 
maintenance is lacking. 
Resolved: Cllr RH will investigate replacement options, including composite planters and 
traditional wooden ones (noting that wood tends to rot). Preference is for replacements with 
a wood-like appearance. A call will be made for volunteers to adopt and maintain individual 
tubs. Current volunteers will also be asked if they wish to continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RH 

b)  Bench Refurbishment (Village Centre) – The bench in the village centre requires cleaning and 
refurbishment. It was recommended that a mould and lichen remover be applied and left to 
act before power-washing and re-staining. 
Resolved: Cllrs DP and RH will assess and carry out the necessary work. 

 
 
 

DP/RH 

c)  Tree Branch (Hunters Ride Triangle) – A fallen tree branch needs to be removed from the 
small triangle at Hunters Ride. 
Action: Cllr RJ to seek assistance with removal. 

 
 

RJ 

d)  Appleton Wiske Bridge Update: A section of the bridge grill has been found under the bridge, 
having apparently broken off. 
Resolved: A temporary repair will be carried out, and NYC will be contacted to undertake a 
permanent repair. 

 
 

 
KB 

e)  Annual Parish Assembly: 
Resolved: The following dates were agreed: Monday 19th May 2025 and Monday 18th May 
2026. 
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f)  Annual Parish Meeting: 
Resolved: Tuesday 6th May 2025 was agreed due to the bank holiday on Monday 5th May 2025.  

 

g)  Meeting Dates for 2025/2026: 
Resolved: Schedule of meeting dates for the next council year was agreed. 

 

h)  Summer Newsletter: 
Resolved: The newsletter will be issued in mid-July. 

 

i)  Village Vaccinations – Statistics were discussed which showed low uptake of the COVID-19 
vaccine within the village. It was noted that there will be a joint flu and COVID clinic in the 
autumn, though availability of COVID vaccines cannot be guaranteed. 
Resolved: The clinic will be considered for late August or early September, targeting over-65s 
and vulnerable younger individuals. Sufficient local demand is needed for the clinic to go 
ahead. 

 

j)  North Yorkshire Council – Sports Facilities Research – The ARA have been forwarded the 
information and are interested in completing the survey. 
Action: Cllr RJ to complete and return the relevant information. 

 
 

RJ 

k)  Policies and Procedures – For Discussion: 
i. Risk Assessment (Audit Requirement) – Initial suggestions discussed. 
ii. Complaints Procedure (Statutory Requirement) – The formation of an appeals 

panel was suggested. Note: Paragraph 10 requires correction due to a typo error. 
iii. Transparency Code (Statutory Requirement) – Initial suggestions discussed. 
Resolved:  All Councillors to forward any amendments or suggestions before next 
meeting in order to discuss and approve all three policies and procedures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All 

8 Correspondence: 

a)  Pre-school – It was agreed that the Clerk will draft a response letter, to be circulated to all 
councillors for review and approval before sending to the Pre-school manager. 

 
Clerk 

9 Planning: 

 i. ZB23/01880/FUL – Village Farm: Application for the construction of nine 
dwellings. An update was received from Yorkshire Water confirming that the 
sewage works would be able to accommodate the proposed development. 
Resolved: Cllr DP to draft and send a further letter outlining the Parish Council's 
concerns. 

ii. ZB24/02455/HYB – Land North of Haggitt Hill Lane, East Rounton: Application for 
the erection and operation of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). An update 
was provided following recent meetings, with additional information shared for 
consideration. 

iii. ZB25/00446/MBN – Hatters Hall, Appleton Wiske: Application to determine if 
prior approval is required for the proposed change of use of an agricultural 
building to a dwellinghouse (Use Class C3), and building operations reasonably 
necessary for the conversion  
Decision: No observations. 

iv. d) ZB24/02269/MRC – Ryegrass House, Hornby Road, Appleton Wiske: 
Retrospective application for a variation of Condition 2 (approved drawings) 
relating to changes to dormer windows and doors from previously approved 
application 20/02643/FUL. 
Decision: No observations. 

 
 
 

DP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

10 Financial Matters: 

a) a
) 
Santander Bank Accounts Status 
i. Current Account balance: £483.29 
ii. Savings Account balance: £11,830.07 
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Resolved: That the Clerk be added as a signatory to the Santander bank account, and 
that Cllr DP be removed. The remaining signatories will be Cllrs KB and JMcR, alongside 
the Clerk. This resolution was unanimously agreed and is recorded in these minutes to 
provide the necessary proof required by Santander Bank. 

b) b
) 
Lloyds Bank Account Status 
i. Current Account – £3080.30 

 

c) c
) 
Invoices Paid: 

i. NYCC Newsletters - £144 

ii. NYCC Extra Newsletters - £44 

iii. PT Landscapes - £638.78 

iv. HMRC - £115.20  

 

d) d
) 
Payments Received:  
None 

 

e)  Invoices issued: 
None 

 

f) g
) 
Invoices to pay: 
Resolved: To approve the following payments: 
i. Prospect View Sign repairs - £9.50 

ii. YLCA Membership Fees - £234.00 

iii. TP Jones – £85.92 

Clerk 

g)  Allotment Rents: Broadacres has confirmed an increase of 1.7%, making each half plot £4.29. 
Resolved: The Clerk will issue and send all invoices. 

 
Clerk 

h)  2024/2025 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR): 
Noted – This is currently in progress. 

 
Clerk 

i)  Quarterly Accounts / Audit: 
Discussion included Lloyds Bank account and associated charges. 

 

11 Member Reports 

 To Receive Member Reports: 
i. Cllr DR gave apologies in advance for the next 5–6 meetings and asked whether this level 

of absence would require him to forfeit his position as a Councillor. 
Resolved: Councillors will review the relevant rules and guidance to determine whether 
extended absence affects eligibility to remain in post. 

 
 

 
 

KB 

12 Date and time of next meeting: 
Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 7.30 pm. 

 The meeting closed at 9.50 pm  

 Minutes prepared by MT for KB.   

 
 


