v SYopleton Wiske Parish Council

MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Village Hall on Monday commencing 5% January 2026 at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:

CLERK:

NYC:

Councillors — Ken Blackwood (KB) (Chair), Derek Partington (DP) (Vice Chair), Jackie

McReddie (JMcR), Duncan Rogers (DR), Richard Hauserman (RH), Richard Johnson (RJ)

Michelle Thompson (MT)

Clir Annabel Wilkinson (AW) (Apologies received)

IN ATTENDANCE: None

Public Participation - None

Action

Apologies Received - None

Dispensations and Declarations of Interest - ltem 9(b) — Clir RJ & ClIr JMcR

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting - Monday 1** December 2025 — Approved
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Matters Arising:

Parish Council Emails {.gov.uk) — in progress

KB

Defibrillators — The proposal to purchase a new defibrillator and cabinet from London Hearts
at a cost of £950 plus VAT, with an additional £75 for a bracket was approved. Resolved: For
Clir RJ and the Clerk to proceed with the purchase of the defibrillator, cabinet, and bracket.

RJ/Clerk

Footpath Registration (Lord Nelson / Baker Street) — Members discussed the lack of
information regarding land ownership. It was agreed that a historical map dated 1838 should
be purchased to support the investigation, either the paper copy (£14.50) or the digital
version (£49.30), subject to which is deemed most appropriate.

Resolved: Clir KB to purchase the map.

KB

Speedwatch — Speedwatch activity is currently on hold. Discussions took place regarding
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS), including the possibility of sharing signs with neighbouring
parishes to reduce costs. Speed camera signage was also discussed. Volunteers for
Speedwatch to be sought via the newsletter. Action: Clir RH to explore VAS options and
shared arrangements. Clerk to include a call for Speedwatch volunteers in the newsletter.

RH/Clerk

Allotment Water Supply — An update was provided by the Clerk with a provisional estimated
cost of £1,000. Action: Clerk to confirm with Yorkshire Water a formal estimation.

Clerk

Bridge Concerns — An update meeting was confirmed for 15 January 2026 with Clirs DP, RH,
KB and a representative from NYC.

DP/RH/KB

g)

Winter Newsletter - Members were reminded that articles are required in early January.
Action: All councillors to submit articles to the Clerk.

All

h)

Small Front Porch on the Village Green - An update was provided by Clir McR who had
explained to the resident, the Parish Council position regarding Village Green Policy and had
advised contacting North Yorkshire Councillor Annabel Wilkinson.

Reports

North Yorkshire Councillor: No updates to report.

b)

Police: A report was received noting that no incidents were reported in Appleton Wiske during
December. Members discussed ongoing parking issues, particularly at road junctions, and
requested that this matter be highlighted in the Winter Newsletter.

c)

AWPC Clerk: The Clerk outlined a January programme to review, update, and upload all council
policies and procedures.

Business Matters: To consider

Councillor Vacancy — The Council noted the vacancy and confirmed that no election had been
called by North Yorkshire Council. Resolved: The Council agreed to proceed with the co-
option process. 4

Clerk
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b)

Grant Policy and Procedure - The draft policy was considered and discussed, including the
potential development of a loan policy. Resolved: The Grant Policy and Procedure was
approved, and Clir KB and the Clerk will explore a loan policy.

Clerk/KB

Risk Assessment and Risk Assessment Policy: The documents were considered and
approved.

Publicity - Publicity options were discussed, including advertising in the Darlington and
Stockton Times. Members also discussed the possibility of a councillor or resident taking on a
publicity role, together with greater use of the parish newsletter to promote local “What'’s
On” information.

Correspondence:

None received.

RJ

Planning:

ZB24/02455/HYB — Land North of Haggitt Hill Lane, East Rounton: Erection and operation of

a battery energy storage system (BESS): Members received an update from Clir DP including

notes from a Teams meeting held on 19 December 2025 with North Yorkshire Council officers

and representatives of neighbouring parishes. Key concerns raised included:

e Significant fire risk associated with large-scale BESS installations, particularly given the
lack of local fire service experience and proximity.

e Water pollution risks and limited understanding of local watercourses by the applicant.

e Inadequate Environmental Impact Assessment.

e Unsuitability of access roads for large construction vehicles.

e Lack of clarity on timetable, sub-station details, and failure by the developer to provide
previously requested information.

It was noted that NYC acknowledged further work is required before the application can

progress and that a new Case Officer will be appointed in January. Resolved: To await the

appointment of the new Case Officer and then request a further meeting.

DP

b)

ZB25/01813/FUL — Siting of a Building to Form a Post Office, Appleton Wiske: Noted the
application was approved. Action: Include an update in the newsletter.

Clerk

ZB25/02202/0UT - Field South of Village Hall, Front Street, Appleton Wiske

(Outline application with access considered): The Council discussed concerns regarding site
access, particularly due to proximity to a road bend and the primary school entrance, despite
the 20mph speed restriction. Resolved: The Council objects to the application on highway
safety grounds relating to site access. Action: Clerk to submit a letter of objection.

DP/Clerk

Financial Matters:

Santander Bank Account Status: £10,720.78

Lioyds Bank Account Status:
e Current Account Balance: £1,204.33
e Savings Account Balance: £10,001.48

Invoices Paid - noted.
e Village Hall — Room Hire (Invoice 402): £17.00

Payments Received — None

Invoices to Pay: None

Invoices Issued: None

Funding Requests: None

11

Member Reports

To Receive Member Reports:
e Clir McR - A pothole on Front Street was reported to Highways by a resident.
e Clir RH —Requested attendance at YLCA Business Continuity training, which was approved.

12

Date and time of next meeting: Monday 2" February 2026 at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 8.32pm

Minutes prepared by MT for Clir KB. N
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