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DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 7th April 2026 commencing at 7.30 
pm. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors – Ken Blackwood (KB) (Chair), Richard Hauserman (RH), Richard Johnson (RJ), 

Jackie McReddie (JMcR), Derek Partington (DP) (Vice Chair), Duncan Rogers (DR),  
 
CLERK: Michelle Thompson (MT) 
 
NYC: Cllr Annabel Wilkinson (AW)  
  
IN ATTENDANCE:          One resident   
 

1 Public Participation - One resident attended and raised concerns regarding the 
management of the tennis courts by the Appleton Wiske Recreation Association (ARA). 
The resident stated: 

• They were unaware of the recent ARA meeting. 

• Tennis court members have historically contributed to maintenance via subscriptions 
but were not consulted on recent decisions. 

• Members have practical knowledge of maintenance requirements (e.g. line repainting, 
moss causing slippery conditions). 

• While the principle of wider access was understood, concerns were raised about 
practical implementation. 

The Parish Council confirmed that the matters raised fall entirely within the governance 
and management of the ARA and are not within the remit or decision-making powers of 
the Parish Council. Cllr DR declared an interest as Chair of ARA and confirmed that any 
further engagement would be undertaken in that capacity and not on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 

Action 

2  Apologies Received – Cllr. Katy Wilson (KW)  

3 Dispensations and Declarations of Interest -  
i. Cllrs KB, DR, and JMcR declared an interest in agenda item 7 (h) 

ii. Cllr DP declared an interest in agenda item 9 (b) 

 

4  Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting - Monday 2nd March 2026 – Approved 
Approval of Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting - Wednesday 18th March 2026 - 
approved 

 

5 Matters Arising: 

a)  Parish Council Emails (.gov.uk) – A technical issue with Cllr DR’s email setup is being 
resolved. 

KB 

b)  2nd Defibrillator - It was confirmed that it is now installed at the Village Hall. RJ 

c)  Footpath Registration (Lord Nelson / Baker Street) – Cllr KB reported on discussions 
with the Open Spaces Society and advice received that consultation with the landowner 
is not required. 

KB 

d)  Speedwatch – Members considered the outcome of the recent survey. Nine volunteers 
had confirmed participation, with a further eleven expressing an interest in forming a 
Community Speed Watch Group (CSWG). Resolved: That Cllr RH confirms participating 
volunteers and follows up expressions of interest including introductory correspondence, 
and a village meeting with North Yorkshire Police invited to provide guidance on the 
requirements and training for establishing a CSWG. 

RH 

e)  Bridge Concerns – No response has yet been received Clerk 

f)  Appleton Wiske to Staindale Bridge Road Repairs - a response has been received which 
did not address concerns regarding potholes and road edges. Action: Cllr KB to pursue 
this matter further and copy in Cllr AW. 

KB 
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g)  OCU Group U19065267 - Request on behalf of Northern Powergrid - Still awaiting 
information requested. 

Clerk 

6 Reports 

a)  North Yorkshire Councillor: The report from the North Yorkshire Councillor was 
received. Members noted the proposed boundary changes and the local plan. Cllr AW 
encouraged engagement with the consultation process, highlighting the importance of 
local input. Updates were provided on ongoing planning matters, including forthcoming 
committee consideration on 27 April and the associated call-in procedure. Highways 
matters were discussed, including pavement provision and road repairs. Cllr AW advised 
that prioritisation is based on specific criteria and queried whether the village is included 
on the current list or whether any historic requests have been submitted. Members 
raised concerns regarding the management of roadworks, noting that signage is 
frequently left in place by different contractors, leading to confusion for road users. Cllr 
AW advised that all such issues should be reported to Area 2 Highways to ensure they 
are logged and addressed. 
Actions / Updates from Cllr AW: 

• To provide contact details for the Public Rights of Way Officer (Sarah McDonald). 

• To share contact details for North Yorkshire Police regarding highway concerns (Jon 
Hunter). 

• To circulate an update on the Local Plan once received. 

• To confirm that the Planning Officer for the Rountons BESS application is Elizabeth 
Walker. 

• To make enquiries and provide a suitable contact for Community Speed Watch 
support. 

 

b)  Police: Report received and noted  

c)  AWPC Clerk: No additional matters were raised beyond those on the agenda  

7 Business Matters: To consider 

a)  Business Continuity Plan - approved subject to the amalgamation of the password list 
and data storage. 

 

b)  Age-Friendly Town and Parish Guide - Resolved: That the questionnaire be approved for 
distribution. Action: Cllr KB to arrange printing; distribution to be undertaken by Cllr RH 
and the Clerk. 

KB/RH/Clerk 

c)  The Members’ Register of Interests - annual review Action: Cllrs DR and JMcR to update 
their entries as required. 

Clerk/DR/JMcR 

d)  Policies and Procedures  
i. Standing Orders – updated - approved 
ii. Financial Regulations – updated - approved 
iii. Scheme of Delegation – reviewed and updated - approved 
iv. Staffing Committee Terms of Reference – still under review by the staffing 
 committee 

 
 
 
 

RH/DP/DR 

e)  Village Green - The Council considered ongoing issues relating to vehicle damage to the 
Village Green, including the proposed installation of bollards. Following discussion 
regarding location, specification and visibility: Resolved (by majority): To proceed with 
the installation of bollards in agreed locations.  Action: Cllr KB to arrange 
implementation. 

KB 

f)  Old Noticeboard - A request to improve the base of the old noticeboard was considered. 
Resolved: That works be undertaken using suitable materials, funded from CIL. 
Action: Cllr KB to arrange. 

KB 

g)  Temporary storage of materials on village green - The temporary storage of materials 
on the Village Green at Walcote House and Westbrook Cottage was noted. Members 
discussed a further property where materials had been stored without formal 
permission. Action: Cllr JMcR to provide the property owner with the appropriate 
application form for approval. 

JMcR 
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h)  Appleton Wiske Recreation Association (ARA)  
i. Transfer of Land - awaiting advice from YLCA 

ii. Parish Council Becoming a Trustee - awaiting advice from YLCA 

Clerk 

8 Correspondence:  

a)  Tennis Courts – Email from a resident raising concerns about the recent ARA decision to 
allow free public access to the tennis courts - Received and noted for information only 

 

b)  Village Green Protection - Email from a resident regarding the proposed installation of 
bollards near the shop and Post Office to protect the village green from vehicular 
damage. - Received and considered regarding agenda item 7 (e) 

 

c)  Thank you card – Save our Post Office Shop Committee (POSC) – Thank you for £2000 
grant funding - Received with appreciation from members 

 

9 Planning: 

a)  ZB24/02455/HYB – Land North of Haggitt Hill Lane, East Rounton (BESS):  The Council 
received an update regarding the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 
development and noted the current lack of progress. Action: Cllr DP to continue with 
regular updates. 

DP 

b)  ZB26/00259/FUL: West Of Smithy Green, Hornby Road. Erection of four detached 
bungalows – update (including Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting – Agenda Item 4b) -  
The Council reaffirmed its previous objections, particularly in relation to access and the 
potential impact on the protected oak tree. Resolved: That further supporting 
correspondence be submitted. Action: Clerk to action without delay. 

Clerk 

10 Financial Matters: 

a)  Lloyds Bank Account Status: Noted 

• Current Account – £499.34 

• Savings Account – £15,900.00 

 

b)  Hinckley & Rugby Building Society Savings Account -  new account requirements were 
considered including three nominated signatories - Cllr Kenneth Blackwood, Cllr Jackie 
McReddie and Clerk Michelle Thompson. Resolved: That the nominated signatories be 
approved and the account setup to progress. 

KB 

c)  Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL ) Return – approved for submission by Cllr DP DP 

d)  Invoices Paid - noted. 

• R Johnson – Thermostat Defib - £96.98 

• Village Hall (422)– Room Hire - £17.00 

• Bank Service Charge - £4.25 

• PT Landscapes (4804) – Grass Cutting - £638.78 

• Employment Costs - £711.36  

 

e)  Payments Received – noted 

• Bank Interest – £6.10 

• NYC Urban Grass Cutting 2025/26 - £86.76  

• ARA – Grass Cutting - £160.00 

• MD Mobility Newsletter Sponsorship - £100 

 

f)  Invoices to Pay: approved 

• NYC 490149340 – Newsletter and Posters - £150 (amended) 

• TP Jones – Payroll Services 2025/26 - £85.92 

• YLCA - Membership Subscription 2026/2027 - £245.00 

 

g)  Invoices Issued: None 
i. The Council considered this year’s allotment charges. Resolved: That the annual fee 

be increased by £3 due to the increase from Broadacres. Action: Clerk to notify 
allotment holders before invoicing for 2026/2027. 

 

h)  Funding Requests:  
i. Cordless sander for village bench maintenance - £55 - approved including sandpaper  

DP 

i)  End of Year Finance Report: In progress Clerk 
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j)  Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 Timetable - approved the 
timetable for completion of the AGAR including internal control and internal audit. 

Clerk 

11 Member Reports 

 To Receive Member Reports:  

• Cllr KW – In Cllr KW’s absence it was noted that the publicity article in the Darlington 
and Stockton Times was very well received.  

• Members noted: 
Tuesday 5 May 2026– Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 18 May 2026  – Annual Parish Assembly 

 

12 Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7.30 p.m. 

 The meeting closed at 9.00pm  

 Minutes prepared by MT for Cllr KB.   

 


