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DRAFT MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held in the Village Hall on Monday 6th July 2026 commencing at 7.30pm. 

PRESENT: Councillors – Ken Blackwood (KB) (Chair), Richard Johnson (RJ), Derek Partington (DP) (Vice 
Chair), Duncan Rogers (DR), Katy Wilson (KW), Jackie McReddie (JMcR) 

CLERK: Michelle Thompson (MT) 
NYC: Councillor Annabel Wilkinson (AW) - Apologies received  
IN ATTENDANCE:          None  

1 Public Participation - None Action 

2  Apologies Received – Cllr Richard Hauserman (RH),  

3 Dispensations and Declarations of Interest -  
i. Cllrs DR and RJ declared an interest in agenda item 7 (h) 

ii. Cllr DP and Cllr KW declared an interest in agenda item 9 (a) 

 

4  Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting – Monday 1st June 2026 – Approved  

5 Matters Arising: 

a)  Footpath Registration – Lord Nelson/Baker Street - Cllr KB advised that guidance had 
now been received regarding amendments required to the application plans. It was 
noted that a number of residents who have used the footpath continuously for the past 
twenty years would be required to complete evidence forms in support of the 
application. The registration process remains ongoing. 

KB 

b)  Community Speed Watch Group (CSWG) -  It was reported that the latest Speedwatch 
session had been cancelled due to member availability. Three further sessions remain 
scheduled. 

RH 

c)  Bridge Concerns – Cllr Blackwood advised that the matter had been raised with Cllr AW 
and Parish Liaison Officer Peter Cole. A quotation is awaited before the issue is circulated 
to the relevant departments. The matter will also be raised through the Parish Charter 
process. 

KB 

d)  Appleton Wiske to Staindale Bridge Road Repairs - No further progress had been made 
despite recent highway works in the area. It was agreed that Cllr DP would write again to 
North Yorkshire Council following his previous correspondence in February. 

DP 

e)  Age Friendly Questionnaire - Cllr DP provided an update following attendance at the Age 
Friendly seminar and highlighted the availability of the Age Friendly Town and Parish 
Guide. Cllr JMcR advised that she had identified potential contacts for Tai Chi sessions. 
The high cost of carpet bowls equipment was discussed, with funding opportunities to be 
explored. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council would contribute up to 25% of the 
project cost, subject to grant funding and quotations being obtained. Cllr KB agreed to 
contact Age UK Northallerton to enquire whether any carpet bowls equipment may be 
available. RESOLVED: That the Parish Council supports the project in principle and agrees 
to contribute up to 25% towards costs, subject to grant funding and quotations. 

DP/JMcR/KB 

f)  Village Green Bollards - Councillors noted that the matter remained in progress. KB 

g)  Old Noticeboard Repairs – Councillors noted that repairs had now been completed. A 
formal request had been received from a resident asking for the flower bed to be raised 
to improve accessibility. It was agreed that Appleton in Bloom funding could be used. 
RESOLVED: Cllr KB to purchase the wood and complete the repairs. 

KB 

h)  Dogs on Leads in the Village – Cllr JMcR reported advice received from the Dog Warden 
confirming that dogs are not legally required to be on leads provided they remain under 
proper control. Any incidents involving uncontrolled dogs should be reported to Cllr 
JMcR with details of the owner to enable enforcement action via the Dog Warden where 
appropriate. 

 

6 Reports 

a)  North Yorkshire Councillor: Cllr AW was unable to attend the meeting but had advised 
that she remained available to provide assistance and support with any matters arising. 

  

b)  Police: Parking concerns were discussed. Cllr KB reported that correspondence had been 
sent to Inspector Rory Sadler regarding parking enforcement. However, the police report 

KB 
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referred to Inspector Sarah Sanderson, and subsequent enquiries indicated that no officer 
of that name was employed locally. Action: Cllr KB to establish the correct police contact 
for future correspondence. 

c)  AWPC Clerk: No additional matters were raised beyond those on the agenda  

7 Business Matters: To consider 

a)  Asset Register – Insurance Query: Councillors discussed clarification from the insurers 
regarding the level of detail required for items under £23,000. It was agreed that further 
clarification should be sought regarding cover for village assets such as the playing field 
and Village Green where damage may occur. 

 
Clerk 

b)  Accountancy Package: The Clerk reported that the trial of the new accounting package 
Easy PC Accounts e is proving successful. RESOLVED: That the Parish Council subscribes 
to the software at a cost of £10 per month after the three month trial has ended. 

 
Clerk 

c)  Staffing Committee Terms of Reference: Councillors considered the revised Terms of 
Reference. RESOLVED: That the Staffing Committee Terms of Reference be approved. 
One vote was recorded against the proposal (Cllr KB). 

 
 

d)  Annual Parish Assembly Feedback: Councillors discussed feedback relating to village 
parking together with the police update received. 

 

e)  Appleton Wiske Tree Survey: Councillors received the recent tree survey report, which 
identified several minor maintenance issues. It was agreed that quotations should now 
be obtained to undertake the recommended works and for future inspections. 
RESOLVED: That three quotations be obtained from local arboricultural specialists for the 
recommended tree works. 

 
Clerk 

f)  PT Landscapes Contract: Councillors were advised that PT Landscapes would be unable 
to continue the grass cutting contract due to personal circumstances, with work ceasing 
on 29 July 2026. Two further cuts remain under the current arrangements, with six 
further scheduled cuts required this season. Temporary arrangements will be explored 
whilst a formal tender process is undertaken. RESOLVED: That temporary contractors be 
approached pending the completion of a formal tender process. 

 
Clerk 

g)  YLCA Hambleton Branch: Councillors noted and approved the appointment of Cllr KB as 
the Parish Council's representative to the Hambleton Branch of YLCA. 

 

h)  Appleton Wiske Recreation Association (ARA) 
i. Transfer of Land 

Councillors received an update from Cllr DR regarding the proposed transfer of 
ownership of the recreation land to the Parish Council. It was confirmed that the 
existing peppercorn rent would remain in place. Cllr RJ has commenced preliminary 
work on the transfer process. 

ii. Parish Council Becoming a Trustee 
Councillors noted that the Deed of Trust remains unavailable and therefore the matter 
will remain on hold. It was agreed that, as the ARA is not at risk of dissolution, efforts 
should instead focus on relaunching the Association. A public meeting is planned for 
September, requiring a minimum attendance of 25 residents in order to amend the 
Constitution. It was agreed that the relaunch would be promoted within the Summer 
Newsletter, which should be issued during the final week of August. Various ideas for 
future use of the recreation facilities were discussed. 

 

8 Correspondence:  

a)  Village Green Access: Permission requested by Kris Stephenson to access the Village 
Green was noted. 

 

b)  NYC Parish Liaison Consultation: Councillors considered the consultation regarding 
support for children and young people within parish communities. RESOLVED: That the 
Clerk prepare and submit a collective response on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Clerk 

c)  Planning Application – Shorthorn Site: Correspondence expressing concerns regarding 
the proposed development and requesting clarification regarding the future use of the 
site was considered. RESOLVED: That Cllr DP will seek clarification from the Planning 
Authority. 

DP 

9 Planning: 
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a)  ZB26/00259/FUL: West of Smithy Green, Hornby Road. Councillors noted there had 
been no decision on the application. It was reported that the Public Rights of Way Team 
had advised that a separate footpath would be required rather than one incorporated 
into the highway. The Environment Agency has objected to the application on flood risk 
grounds pending further evidence from the applicant. Yorkshire Water had not yet 
responded to the consultation. RESOLVED: That Cllr DP submits photographs of flooding 
to the Environment Agency. 

DP 

b)  ZB25/02202/OUT – Field South of Village Hall: Councillors noted the amended red line 
boundary and revised access arrangements. RESOLVED: That Cllr DP submit comments 
on behalf of the Parish Council. 

DP 

c)  ZB23/01880/FUL – Village Farm: The revised applicant details were noted.  

10 Financial Matters: 

a)  Bank Balances: noted 
i. Lloyds Current Account: £511.07 

ii. Lloyds Savings Account: £20,421.78 
iii. Hinckley & Rugby Building Society Savings Account: £500.00 

 

b)  Invoices Paid: noted. 
i. Bank Service Charges - £4.25 

ii. NYC – Leaflet Printing - £25.00 
iii. Appleton Wiske Village Hall – Room Hire May 442 - £51.50 
iv. Appleton Wiske Village Hall – Room Hire June 448 - £25.50 
v. PT Landscapes – Village Green Cutting - May - £958.20 

vi. PT Landscapes -  Village Green Cutting - June – £638.80 
vii. Sam Turner – Wood for Noticeboard Repair - £28.58 

viii. YLCA – Map Modification Webinar – Cllr KB - £28.20 
ix. Employment Costs - £781.92  

 

c)  Payments Received: noted 
i. NYC – Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - £4,455.00 

ii. Bank Interest - £7.70 
iii. Richard Johnson – Defib Part Sale - £33.61 

 

d)  Invoices to Pay: approved 
i. Paul Robson – Playing Field Grass Cutting - £192.00 

 

e)  Invoices Issued: noted 
i. NYC Highways Grass Cutting 2026 Season - £89.71 

ii. SOPOS – Leaflet Printing - £25.00 
iii. ARA – Playing Field Grass Cutting - £192.00 

 

f)  Funding Request: none  

g)  Quarter One Financial Report: received and noted.  
The Clerk advised that a small number of original purchase invoices relating to the 
proposed 2025/26 VAT reclaim cannot currently be located. A thorough search of both 
paper and electronic records is being undertaken and, where necessary, duplicate VAT 
invoices will be requested from suppliers. The Council RESOLVED that any VAT for which a 
valid VAT invoice cannot be produced will be excluded from the Council's 2025/26 VAT 
reclaim submitted to HMRC. 

 
 

11 Member Reports 

 To Receive Member Reports: None  

12 Date and time of next meeting: Councillors resolved not to hold an Ordinary Meeting during August 2026, 
unless an urgent matter requiring a decision or formal resolution arose before the next scheduled meeting. 
RESOLVED: That the next Ordinary Meeting of Appleton Wiske Parish Council be held on Monday 7th 
September 2026 at 7.30 p.m., unless an extraordinary meeting is required to consider urgent business. 

 The meeting closed at 9.15pm  

 Minutes prepared by MT for Cllr KB.   

 


